
ELK is probably best known for 
our no-cost outdoor recreation 
programs like fishing and 
camping, which provide some 
of our youth and families’ first 
positive, welcoming outdoor 
experiences, opening up a 
world of possibility. But we also 
change lives in other ways. 
ELK is dedicated to ensuring 
access to continued education, 
offering college application 
and scholarship support for 
our youth. An anonymous ELK 
graduate and 2025 David L. 
Bucknam Memorial Scholarship 
recipient shared this letter with 
our staff about ELK’s lasting 
impact on her:  

“I am writing with a heart full of 
gratitude and appreciation to 
thank you for selecting me as 
the 2025 recipient of the David L. 
Bucknam Memorial Scholarship. 
I am deeply honored to receive 
this award, and it means more 
to me than words can fully 
express.  

Environmental Learning for Kids 
has been an essential part of my 
journey, not only in education 
but in personal growth and 
purpose. Without ELK, I would 
not be where I am today. The 
support, guidance, and genuine 
care I have received from the 
ELK staff; my second family, 
has been a constant source of 
strength and encouragement. 
Each of you plays a vital role in 

the lives of so many youth in our 
community. Like the dedicated 
musicians in an orchestra, each 
bringing their unique talent 
to create a beautiful concert, 
your individual efforts blend 
into a powerful harmony that 
transforms lives.  

I am especially moved by the 
way ELK tirelessly connects 
with partners across the 
nation to secure resources 
and opportunities for students 
like me. Your work is not just 
about education, it’s about 
empowerment, justice, and 
building a better future. Each act 
of support you’ve offered, each 
value you’ve instilled, brings 
hope and strength to those of us 
striving to make a difference.  

Receiving this scholarship 
strengthens my commitment 
to pursue higher education 
with the goal of creating a 

more just and sustainable 
future for our environment. I 
feel more determined than 
ever to use my voice and my 
career in engineering to uplift 
my community and advocate 
for environmental justice. 
The values, principles, and 
confidence that ELK has given 
me will echo through every 
project I undertake. Thank you 
for propelling me forward, like a 
finely tuned engine of purpose, 
each gear of support and bolt of 
belief driving me toward a future 
I’m now equipped to build.  

Thank you for believing in me, 
for uplifting so many of us, and 
for pushing me toward a future I 
can now reach. Because of you, 
I am not only reaching higher, I 
am going farther. The ELK legacy 
will forever live in my voice, in my 
work, and in the positive change 
I strive to create. With all my 
heart, thank you.” 
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At the end of September 2025, Jedidah 
Frederick stepped down from her position as 
ELK’s Executive Director. Kristina Gray (formerly 
ELK’s Associate Director) has assumed the 
role of Interim Executive Director to guide the 
organization through this transition. Kristina 
brings a wealth of experience and institutional 
knowledge, having worked at ELK for 12 years 
in roles ranging from volunteer coordination to 
marketing. She is steadfastly committed to our 
mission and supporting students in developing 
interests that may be different than anything 
anyone in their lives has had the opportunity 
to do before. Kristina is honored that the ELK 
community has put their faith in her to ensure 
that ELK can “continue to engage young people, 
support our community, and make sure that 
we’re providing our next generation of leaders 

and conservationists with all the tools that they 
need to be successful in the world.”  
This is a level of responsibility Kristina doesn’t 
take lightly. Our youth and families are counting 
on us. She wants to remind them that “There 
is no space on this earth that is not for them 
if they want it enough, and if they are able to 
have both the expectation and the support 
of adults and mentors around them that will 
uplift them in obtaining anything that they 
can dream up for themselves.” ELK will remain 
dedicated to listening and showing up in the 
ways our community needs us to, under Kristina’s 
leadership and beyond. We look forward to 
responding to feedback and delivering more 
exciting, innovative programming in 2026, and 
we hope to see you at our Education Center or 
out in nature soon.   
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2025’s ELK ‘n Eggs fundraiser 
was an incredible success, 
promoting outdoor 
equity and leadership 
development for under-
encouraged youth in 
Denver. Thanks to your 
generosity, we raised over 
$73,000. These funds will 

transform the lives of countless young people, reminding 
them that they have champions who will support them in 
becoming the leaders and environmental stewards we all 
know they can be.  

As always, ELK ‘n Eggs was a joyful morning of community 
connection and a celebration of our common values. 
Passionate advocates, local organizations, and community 
leaders showed up to help us realize our vision of a future in 
which all people are caretakers of themselves, each other, 
and the natural world.  

Our 2025 “Lifetime Legacy” award went to Kim Weiss, ELK’s 
former Associate Director who spent 19 years turning dreams 
into reality for youth in northeast Denver and beyond. For 
decades, she has made sure that kids and families — 
especially under-encouraged youth and BIPOC students — 
feel not just welcome but celebrated in the outdoors and in 
STEM career fields.  

ELK’s 2025 “Celebrated Partner” award was dedicated to 
Academy 360, a health and wellness elementary school in 
Montbello that is dedicated to developing students’ minds, 
bodies, and characters so they may lead healthy and fulfilling 
lives. We are honored to support A360’s mission through 
school-based programs.  

This year at ELK ‘n Eggs, we celebrated our community’s 
perseverance in the face of federal funding cuts and 
increasing barriers to representation for BIPOC and LGBTQ+ 
youth and girls. We were moved by our Youth and Parent 
Speakers, Renee Vazquez and Marcela Pardo Moreno, 
a mother-daughter duo who exemplify the journey of 
overcoming obstacles to find joy in the outdoors and a 
purpose in life.  

Thanks to the unwavering support of our donors and sponsors 
like Ann & Henry Klaiman Charitable Giving and Scout Clean 
Energy, we can continue to stand up and break down barriers 
for youth like Renee. The rest of our generous sponsors can be 
found on our website.  

Thank you for being an integral part of ELK’s work, whether 
you give, attend programs, or spread awareness about our 
mission. Together, we are changing the lives of Denver’s youth 
and cultivating a more equitable future for all. 

From 6-9 P.M. on December 5th, we will 
be hosting For Montbello: Winter at the 
ELK Education Center. For Montbello is a 
free event that celebrates community 
through music, games, and more. It’s 
basically a party, and you’re invited! 
Join the fun alongside other BIPOC 
individuals, LGBTQIA+ people, working-
class families, young adults, immigrants, 
and nature enthusiasts. Denver-based 
singer-songwriter Kayla Marque will 
be performing, bringing her trademark 
introspective and ethereal sound that 
blends electro, soul, and R&B. There will 
also be a market featuring local vendors, 
as well as free food for the first 75 guests! 

Kim Weiss, 2025 Lifetime Legacy Awardee, 
with family and friends 

This year, ELK is expanding school-
based programs to new schools in far 
northeast Denver, including Escalante-
Biggs Academy in Montbello and SOAR in 
Green Valley Ranch. Recent kindergarten 
programs with Escalante-Biggs were 
inspiring for both students and educators. 
The teachers took photos they are excited 
to share with families and coworkers, and 
even the principal came in to watch ELK 
Education Coordinator Veronica Legette 
guide students through hands-on science 
learning. In the coming months, we are 
eager to welcome students onsite to 
explore the ELK Education Center and the 
Montbello Open Space Park.  

ELK ‘n Eggs 2025

Vendors at For Montbello 

Nature play during a school-based program at Academy 360

Ongoing and
Upcoming Programs 
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This Colorado Gives Day, your support of ELK means 
more than ever. In the face of federal funding cuts, every 
gift is vital to providing the transformative experiences 
our community has come to know and love. 
You can promote outdoor equity, hands-on science 
learning, and leadership development for under-
encouraged youth in our area. With your generosity, 
we can ensure that our next generation of leaders 	
and environmental stewards have everything they need 
to thrive. 
From now through December 9th, every donation will be 
boosted with a $1M+ Incentive Fund, made possible by 
Colorado Gives Foundation and FirstBank. 
Every contribution, big or small, helps us achieve our 
mission of cultivating a diverse community of 		
leaders and environmental stewards by increasing 
outdoor equity. 
To make a gift, please visit our Colorado Gives page at 
https://www.coloradogives.org/organization/elkkids 
or scan the QR code. Thank you for your help in 		
making the outdoors and science-related careers 
accessible to all! 

Colorado Gives Day

Scan here 
to Give!
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