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EI_K: Where AI I Are we I comed — story shared by Jovanna Fierro, 2024 ELK ‘n Eggs Youth Speaker

My name is Jovanna Fierro, and

| am currently a senior in high
school. Thanks to ELK, | am now
clear on my future career path. A
great part of my identity is being
an immigrant. | will be the first

in my family to graduate high
school, and the first to even have
the opportunity to go to college.
It is definitely something | am
proud of, but growing up, | had
so many things that challenged
my goals and passion for
learning. There were many
stereotypes that attempted to
hold me down when it came to
what | was able to achieve when
| grew up. | remember being just
8 years old and people already
assuming | would not go to
college for the simple reason

of being Hispanic. Being Latinx,

I had to push myself that much
harder to achieve what my
classmates could do very easily.
This is unfortunately something
many students still struggle

with around my community, as
being part of a minority group
comes with many obstacles.
Even worse, when the inequality
comes from the educational
system itself, it creates a false
narrative in minorities that we
aren’t capable of pursuing our
goals because we aren’t good
enough.

One day, | decided to tag along
with another ELK staff member
to one of their events where
they focused on connecting

with people. That was the first
day | learned about ELK and

their passion to bring outdoor
education to our community.

| had never realized that the
resource | had been yearning
for, the group of people who
really understood my passion for
education, was just a few blocks
away from my home.

The way that this organization
has welcomed me like no other
place is incredible. Prior to my
junior year, | had never left my
community of Montbello, which
is where | currently live, due to,
again, my family not having any
sort of resources for programs
that would allow us to go out
camping, hiking, or do any sort
of outdoor activity.

As my journey with ELK
continued, | fell in love with
exploring the outdoors. When
| wasn't tagging along on ELK
trips, | would try
to improvise
and explore
beyond my
community,
even if it was
outside of

my comfort
zone. Slowly,

| started to
crave any sort
of occasion to
get out there.
When | saw the
opportunity of

Jovanna Fierro, on ELK’s first river rafting trip down the Colorado River

applying for ELK’s Urban Rangers
program, | was overwhelmed by
the possibility of combining the
ability of being an educator with
exploring the outdoors. | decided
to apply and was successful in
achieving a position. Throughout
my time working this past
summer with ELK, | can’t even
put into words how much | loved
it. | looked forward to waking

up early every morning, ready

to go out and work with youth,
camp, fish, and even meet land
management professionals to
learn about a variety of different
careers with organizations such
as the National Parks Service
and Colorado Parks and Wildlife.
It just clicked for me. This is what
I want to be doing for the rest of
my life.

To read Jovanna's story in full,
visit our ELK Blog at www.elkkids.
medium.com

12680 Albrook Dr. Denver, CO 80239 | 720.865.4390 | www.elkkids.org




AELK

Welcome to the Team

Animal Science from Texas
State University and has over
five years of experience in
informal education, focusing on
STEM and conservation-based
programming.

When asked about what she’s
most excited about in this role,
Veronica stated, “I'm really
looking forward to finding
creative ways to get learners
of all ages excited and curious
about our environment and

Jedidah Frederick, Veronica Legette,

FLK Executive Director School-Based Fducation Coordinator the impact we as humans

have. It's more than programs
With much excitement, we often overlooked, are not though, my hope is for young
have recently introduced two able to engage with the people to feel connected to the
new team members to the ELK positive aspects of nature. natural world and know that
family! Many children living in crisis they have the power to make a
Please welcome Jedidah or in challenging situations difference.”

Frederick as our new Executive ~ Might not consider time in We are truly overjoyed about
Director. With a background the outdoors as a way to find our uniquely well-rounded

in fundraising, strategic plan refuge and even healing. | team and what that means for
implementation, and youth believe in the power of wonder 2025 growth.

development, she brings a tO'InStlll hope and if there Is one

wealth of valuable knowledge thing that everyone needs it's

and experience to our team. that. So, | wanted to be a part

of bringing more wonder, hope,
When asked about how she and healing to kids through

defines “outdoor equity”, and environmental learning and

why it's important, Jedidah outdoor experiences.”
had this to say: “l wanted

to be a part of bringing
wonder back to childhood
experiences especially for
youth who, because they
are under-resourced and

We are also thrilled to have
Veronica Legette join us in the
role of School-Based Education
Coordinator. Veronica received
her undergraduate degree in
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ELK ‘n Eggs 2024

Fall, 2024 marked another
remarkable success of
. our annual ELK 'n Eggs
* ° fundraiser dedicated
to promoting outdoor
* equity, and fostering

~~ youth development and
Ron Taylor, 2024 Lifetime Legacy Awardee STEM career exploration
and wife, Tawny Taylor among under encouraged
youth in Denver. Thanks to your generous contributions
and unwavering support, we raised over $98,000, which
will directly impact the lives of countless young people in
our community, already poised as our next generation of
leaders and conservationists.

This event brought together passionate advocates, local
businesses, and community leaders who share our vision of
providing equal access to outdoor experiences for all youth.
Attendees enjoyed an early morning filled with inspiring
stories, partner acknowledgements, and community leader
highlights. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect and
celebrate our collective efforts.

Our 2024 “Lifetime Legacy” award went to a true
Montbello staple: Mr. Ron Taylor. Whenever there’s an
opportunity to make our northeast community a better,

a more welcoming, a more impactful place, you can
always count on Ron to show up with a bright smile and a
helping hand. From taking kids fishing, to providing youth
and families alike with the skills and tools needed to be
successful gardeners who can grow their own food, Ron
and wife Tawny, are truly a gift that keeps on giving to
our community. To date, Ron has impacted organizations
such as FAVA, the Spiral Garden, DUG, ELK, Denver Police,
MOC, NAACP, Safe Haven, and many others. His influence is
immeasurable, having reached thousands of community
members and dozens of community organizations,
churches, and schools.

This year's event celebrated all things joyful. To that end, we
were honored to host ELK Parent, Effley Brooks, and Youth
Speaker, Jovanna Fierro as they shared their stories of joy
in the outdoors and how ELK has contributed in shaping
those moments. Many congratulations as well to our 2024
Celebrated Partner awardee, REI Cooperative Action Fund.

As always, this event was made possible by our incredible
sponsors, such as the National Wildlife Federation, and
Ann & Henry Klaiman. The rest of our generous sponsors
can be found on our website.

For those who could join us, thank you for being an integral
part of this journey. Together, we are making a difference
in the lives of Denver’s youth and paving the way for a
more equitable future. Stay tuned for more updates on our
programs and upcoming events!
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Fall Activities Recap

This fall season has been one for

the books for ELK Leadership Corps
students. Leadership Corpsis a
program within Youth in Natural
Resources (YNR) that is specific to
high school students to further life
skills and leadership development.
This crew recently had the chance

to tour Argo Mine in Idaho Springs,
where they learned about mining and
natural rehabilitation processes. They
pulled out their best costumes for a
fun Halloween Social (that included a
costume contest), and even enjoyed
an overnight camping trip to Red
Feather Lakes where they visited a
historic fire watch tower, hiked around
Dowdy Lake, and had an overall great
time together.
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Fish on at Cast a Line

In September, we hosted one of our
favorite Learning Environmental
Activities for Families (LEAF) programs
of the year — Cast a Line. ELK families
enjoyed a day of fishing fun at
Littleton’s Lake Lehow. We started the
day viewing lots of wildlife in the areq,
including multiple deer and redtail
hawks. Many of our participants
caught their first fish this weekend!
Many thanks to those that were able
to join, and to the worms — that made
our day of fishing extra successful.
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Give Where You Live this Colorado Gives Day

This Colorado Gives Day, we have a chance to make
a significant impact on increasing outdoor equity,
championing youth development, and providing STEM
career exploration for under encouraged youth in

our area. Your support helps us provide vital access
to outdoor experiences and educational resources,
ensuring our next generation of environmental
stewards and conservationists have all the tools they
need to thrive.

From now through December 10th, every donation
made will be boosted with a $IM+ Incentive Fund, made
possible by Colorado Gives Foundation and FirstBank.
Every contribution, big or small, helps us achieve our
mission of cultivating a diverse community of leaders
and environmental stewards by increasing outdoor
equity. With your gift, you can help ensure that every
child has the chance to explore the outdoors and
discover their potential.

To donate, please visit our Colorado Gives page at
https://www.coloradogives.org/organization/elkkids.
Thank you for your help in making the outdoors and
science-related careers accessible to all.
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