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Under her leadership, ELK grew from a grassroots initiative into a 
thriving organization with a budget exceeding one million dollars. 
Her strategic insight and tireless work ethic helped us scale our 
impact while staying true to our core values.

Perhaps most inspiring was Kim’s ability to build and nurture 
partnerships. Through her efforts, ELK youth were connected to a 
vast network of opportunities and support systems, opening doors 
that many never imagined possible. Her mentorship and advocacy 
helped ELK students secure over $813,000 in college scholarships, 
a testament to her belief in their potential and her commitment to 
their success.

She also helped lead some of ELK’s first out-of-state adventures, 
including a memorable spring break trip to five National Parks—an 
experience that expanded horizons and deepened our students’ 
connection to the natural world.

Kim’s legacy is one of passion, perseverance, and profound impact. 
Even though our paths crossed for only a few months, I will be 
endlessly grateful for her 20 years of faithful, and often thankless, 
service. This year we want to celebrate the path she helped pave 
for ELK’s future!

With deep appreciation,

Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we reflect on the legacy of Environmental Learning for 
Kids (ELK), it is impossible to do so without recognizing the 
extraordinary contributions of Kim Weiss, who left the organization 
at the end of 2024. Kim served first as our Education Director and 
then as our Associate Director. She gave two decades of her life to 
ELK’s mission and vision and her unwavering dedication, visionary 
leadership, and long-time faithfulness have left an indelible 
mark on ELK and the countless lives of young people who had the 
privilege of knowing her.

Kim was a cornerstone in ELK’s transformative journey, and truly 
the heart of ELK. She played a pivotal role in our 10+ year campaign 
to establish the ELK Education Center and Montbello Open Space 
Park—a dream that now stands as a vibrant hub for learning, 
community, and connection to nature. Her leadership helped turn 
a vision into a reality, ensuring that generations of youth will have 
access to outdoor education and green space within the heart of 
their community.

Executive Director
From the

Jedidah Frederick | Executive Director



Mission
and
Vision

MISSION

Cultivating 
a diverse 
community of 
leaders and 
environmental 
stewards by 
increasing 
outdoor equity.

VISION

ELK envisions a 
world in which 
all people are 
caretakers of 
themselves, 
each other, 
and the 
natural world.

ELK
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“You can enjoy yourself outside. That’s why 
I especially love [going outdoors with ELK]. 

And doing it with, like, my mom and my 
brother…My mom, she’s a single mom, so 
being with her, outside of having to work 

all the time and be…the main provider, it’s 
meant a lot to me. It’s brought us a lot closer, 

I think. And we’re always giggling about 
the goofiest things. We’re all kind of goofy 

together! That’s why I’ve always loved ELK.”
– ELK Youth

Youth Demographics 2024
Ages 5-25
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Impact Stats 2024

Hispanic/Latino

African American

Multiracial

Female Male

Non-Binary

Caucasian

Native American

Asian/Pacific Islander of ELK youth 
qualified for 

free/reduced 
price lunch

227 ELK Programs:
6,154 youth & families served – 4,080 
through year-round programs and 2,074 
through community education programs 
/ Science & STEM education, outdoor 
experiences & career exploration

1,146 youth and families 
served through Montbello 
Open Space Park and ELK 
Education Center programs, 
activities, and partnerships

56 School 
Programs:
1,908 Youth
4 School Districts
13 Schools

Graduates:
100% high 
school 
graduation rate 
for ELK youth

Youth Employed:
12 youth employed for the 
summer via Urban Rangers 
and partnerships

$0 to Participate:
100% of ELK youth 
participated at no cost

College 
Enrollment:
Helped youth obtain 
$25,000 in college 
scholarships



“It’s a safe place for all 
walks of life which is 

imperative during these 
times! We NEED each 

other. Very grateful this 
place is here <3” 
– Far Northeast 

Community Member

2024 Audited Financials

ELK Program Descriptions
School-Based and Community Programs
ELK provides a wide selection of science and natural resources 
programs to community groups and public schools from grades P-12. 
All programs, whether they are one-hour long classroom-based or 
full-day outdoor programs, are correlated to Colorado State Academic 
Standards and model effective teaching.
Denver Youth Naturally (DYN)
ELK’s core program for youth ages 5-18, DYN is a year-round, multi-
year experience. DYN ignites curiosity and inspires youth in their 
academic studies, leadership development, and career exploration. 
With mentoring by science professionals, DYN youth find the support 
necessary to succeed in school and life.
Youth in Natural Resources (YNR) 
YNR offers college mentoring, career exploration, and work experience 
in the field of science and natural resources, including college campus 
visits, leadership development, one-to-one scholarship and college 
entrance application support, and summer employment.
Learning Environmental Activities for Families (LEAF) 
LEAF engages the families of ELK youth participants in their children’s 
science learning, service projects, and outdoor experiences, 
encouraging quality family time side-by-side in nature.
Volunteer Program
Our Volunteer Program offers fun, impactful, and rewarding stewardship 
opportunities for people of all ages and abilities, including community 
service projects, trail/habitat restoration, mock interviews, and more.
ELK Education Center and Montbello Open Space Park 
On-site programming and activities provide community building and 
equitable access to the outdoors and STEM learning to northeast youth 
& families, employing strategic community partnerships.

Revenue

Expenses

REVENUE	 AMOUNT

Contributions & Grants	  $1,154,405  

Government Grants	  $299,952  

Fees for Service	  $21,465	  	

Special Events	  $39,706  

Sponsorships	  $20,000 

Total Revenue	  $1,535,528

EXPENSES	 AMOUNT

Program Services	  $1,072,159  

Management	  $449,335  

Fundraising	  $186,753  

Total Expense                   	   $1,708,247

Contributions 
& Grants
75%

Government
Grants
20%

Fees for 
Service
1%

Fundraising
11%

Management
26%

Special
Events 
3%

Program 
Services
63%

Sponsorships 
1%

“ELK always welcomes all families 
with open arms and a beautiful 
smile. Thank you for making this 

world a better place for everyone. 
My children always receive good 
advice, are listened to, feel safe, 

and are part of the family.”
 – ELK Parent

*Gifts made at Special Events are included 
in the Individual Contributions line.



Taught fishing clinics
to 30 youth & families 

Led educational programs and outreach events for 
73 youth and families

Reached a total of
353 youth and families through community outreach

Participated in
240 hours of professional development, helping the Urban 
Rangers gain the skills and insights necessary to be successful 
in the work field, especially within a natural resource career

Received
hands-on work experience and professional development at 	
3 State Parks: Barr Lake State Park, Colorado State Forest State 
Park, and Fishers Peak State Park 

Recreated in/received hands-on work experience and 
professional development at 7 State Parks: Cherry Creek 
State Park, Barr Lake State Park, Chatfield State Park, Eldorado 
Canyon State Park, Trinidad Lake State Park, Fishers Peak State 
Park, and Highline Lake State Park 

Received
their Wilderness First Aid and Project WILD certifications

Professional Development Opportunities 
Provided By: Cal-Wood Education Center, Metro Water 
Recovery, CSU Mountain Campus, Battelle/NEON, Sand Creek 
Regional Greenway Partnership, Bluff Lake Nature Center, 
Wildland Volunteer Restoration Project, Mountain Area Land 
Trust, National Park Service (NPS), American Red Cross, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Colorado Canyons Association, 
Denver Parks and Recreation

Urban Rangers 2024 Impact 2024 Urban Ranger Highlights:

“As a first year Urban Ranger, I 
have been overwhelmed with 
learning about careers in the 
outdoors I did not even know 
existed. I made connections 

with colleagues and people in 
positions I want to be in in the 

future. Overall, this was more than 
a summer of having fun, it was a 

step in the right direction.”
– ELK Urban Ranger

Engaged in over 698 hours of 
land stewardship service projects &During 2024, through a partnership between Environmental 

Learning for Kids (ELK), Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), National 
Park Service (NPS), and the US Forest Service (USFS), ELK’s Urban 
Ranger program provided educational, professional development, 
and employment opportunities to under-encouraged and 
historically marginalized youth from the Denver Metropolitan Area. 
In its 12th year, the Urban Ranger program employed 12 young 
adults and provided educational experiences for community 
youth and families. The Urban Ranger season is primarily summer, 
June-August.

The Urban Rangers played an important role in helping partner 
organizations to fulfill their missions of outreach, outdoor equity, 
and increased pathways to careers in the outdoors. They did so 
through a mix of educational experiences, job shadowing, outdoor 
recreation, and service projects.

This year was a reset for the Ranger program, with the intention 
being to create a solid foundation to grow partnerships and 
curriculum for years to come. With a pilot US Forest Service 
partnership on the horizon, we decided to increase attention on 
natural resources career exploration, most predominantly. The 
resulting summer was split into two, with the first half focusing 
on training and certifications while the second half focused on 
opportunities for implementation.



2024 Contributors List 2024 Contributors List (Continued)

Alpine Bank
New Belgium Brewery
Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck, LLP
Colorado Department 
of Public Health and 
Environment
Williams Companies

Christina Hoffman In Honor 
of Kristina Gray
Tim P. In Honor of Jess L. 

In Memory of Thomas Taylor
Michael Goldstone’s 
Community In Memory of 
Michael Goldstone
Kyle Wesely In Memory of 
Michael Goldstone

Visionary
$50,000+

Trailblazer
$49,000-$10,000

Adventurer
$9,999-$5,000

Gifts in Honor of

Gifts in Memory of

Navigator
$4,999-$1,000

The Anschutz Foundation
Argosy Foundation
The Colorado Health Foundation
The Denver Foundation
Latino Community Foundation 	
of Colorado
Scientific & Cultural 		
Facilities District
The VF Foundation

Alterra Mountain Company
Battelle Foundation Fund
Delta Dental of Colorado
Michelle Fuller
Generation Wild NEMC
Hunter Family Foundation
Ann and Henry Klaiman
Mile High United Way
National Park Foundation
National Philanthropic Trust
National Wildlife Federation
The Nature Conservancy
Fred Pitroff
Strear Family Foundation
Suncor Energy U.S.A.
U.S. Bank Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

Esgar Acosta
Courtney App
Arnez Family Charitable Fund
Effley Brooks
Kirsten Brown
Loretta Pineda and David 
Burchette
Dr. Keith and Kelsey Connaghan
Climate and Health Foundation
Colorado Division of Parks 		
and Wildlife
Colorado Housing & 		
Finance Authority
Colorado Sierra Club
Corwin Toyota Boulder
Denver Health
Diverse Talent
Ent Credit Union
Gay Faris and Dave Farmer
FirstBank
Dr. Christopher Gallus and 
Tracy Frombach
Donna Garnett
Councilwoman Stacie 		
& Scott Gilmore
Gilmore Construction Company
Naomi Gravelding
Great Outdoors Colorado
Hispanic Access Foundation

Holland & Hart
J.W. Cohen Philanthropic 
Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
Community Foundation
Pam Jiner
Annie Kao
Kasih Initiative
The Keller Family
Kensington 		
Development Partners
Landmark Environmental Inc.
Montbello Organizing 
Committee
Mondo West
MUSTASH Brands
Craig and Amy Myles
Jessica and Gerrit Ostermick
Dale and Mindy Penny
Schoelzel Family Foundation
Michael Shapiro
Sewald Hanfling Public Affairs
Andrea Smith
The Fellows Group
YMCA of the Rockies
Tara Winward



Sarah Baker
Marjorie Baumert
Robert Bishop
Grant Brown
Impact Charitable
Cristal Cisneros
Norris Davis
Kristi Doan
Cheryl Fellows
Lisa & Eli Feret
Dan and Jedidah 
Frederick
Hausman Foundation 
for the Environment
Mikaela Gibson
Stephanie Henley
Dominique Humphery
Shannon Jones
Jennifer Kachnic
Brian Kurzel
Kristina M Lance
Councilwoman 
Shontel M. Lewis
Jill Mant
Ryan and Kristin 
Nichols
Grace Ramirez
Carrol Rhead
Dr. Gideon Levinson 
and Jacob 
Rosenblum
Jeffrey T Stephenson

2024 Contributors List (Continued) 2024 Contributors List (Continued)
Pathfinder
$999-$500

Explorer
$499-$100

Explorer (continnued)
$499-$100

Erin Andrews-Sharer
Linda Arck
Chris Arend
Michael Baicker
Ian Barker
Allison Barrett
Travis Long and 
Katherine Barton
Mike Bell
Mercedes Blea-Davis
Luke Bonucci
Monkey Photo Booths
Mersi Canales
Ross and Kiki 
Carpenter
Ford Church
Ray Merenstein 
& Ilana Steinberg 
on behalf of RDM 
Communications
ERO Resources Corp
Angel Cortes
Sean Cortes
Daija Cortez
Mary Etta Curtis
Matt Dempsey
Kathryn Dolan
Heather Disney 
Dugan
Katie Duncan
Samson Eberhart
Evolucion 

Innovations, Inc.
Ktone Cares 
Foundation
Christina R Foust
Steve Frederick
Damian Alejandro 
Garcia
Richard and Julia 
George
Jacob Jr. Gilmore
Melissa Gonzalez
Helen Gray
Kristina and 
Jonathan Gray
Greater Kansas 
City Community 
Foundation
Rebecca Green
Kathleen Greenburg
Eileen and Dennis 
Griffin
Zephrine and 		
Justin Hanson
Peggy and Dan Heap
Lavonne Heaviland
Caitlin Henkel
Nayeli 
HernandezJose
Debra Kaye Holman
Rachel Hutchens
Doris Marx Inslee
Laura Isanuk

Sara and Phil 
Johnston
Carolyn J Keith
Jody Kennedy
Jon Kettelhut
Keystone Policy 
Center 
Vandana Koelsch
Andrea Kurth
Hap Legg
Alli Lloyd
Stephen L Lombardo
Lucy Loomis
Chevy Lowe
Marissa Magno
April Martinez
Bernadette McClair
Mary K. McCormac
Emily Meggison
Natalee Mejia
Greg Mestas
Jesus Meza
Matthew Mientka
Nicole Millan
Flora Montes-
Moreno
Jennifer Murray
Buffy Naake
Timothy Petrella
Joshua Phillips
Anne Pogoriler

Christopher 
Rothenberger
Ellen Sandberg
Tyler Sewald
Ken Jacobs and 
Nancy Shefty
Sara Sichley
Jennifer Sim
St. Thomas Steel
Josh Stewart
Ron and Tawny 
Taylor
Estefany Torres
Lori Trani
Laurie Troge
Luanne Unks
Annie VanDan
Kelsey Ashton and 
Dan Wallace
Darrell Watson
Deborah Weiner
Kim and Brent Weiss
Kyle Wesely
Danielle Westblade
Nikki and 		
Andrew Wexler
Cynthia Williams
Hannah Wineman
Miranda Wyatt

Emily Tarletsky
Jeanne Usher
Patrick Walton
Ben & Jen Woolf



12680 Albrook Dr. 
Denver, CO 80239

720.865.4390
www.elkkids.org

JEDIDAH FREDERICK
Executive Director 

KRISTINA GRAY
Associate Director

SEAN CORTES
Director of Development 

EMILY HERTZ
Program Manager 

DAMIAN GARCIA
Volunteer & Building Manager

SAM GILMORE
Education Coordinator 

KAARTIK GUPTA
Education Coordinator

FRANKLIN CRUZ
Education Coordinator 

VERONICA LEGETTE
Education Coordinator

LAUREN KELLER
Events & Marketing Coordinator

KARA MATSUMOTO | Co-Chair
Conservation Lands Foundation

CARROL RHEAD | Co-Chair
Mondo West Real Estate

ROB BAYLESS | Treasurer
Elephant Energy

PATRICK WALTON | Board Emeritus
VISIT DENVER

ESGAR ACOSTA
Alpine Bank

MERCEDES BLEA-DAVIS
Denver School of Science & Technology 

LIONA DEAN
Bastion 

KRISTINA LANCE
Delta Dental of Colorado

JESSICA OSTERMICK
CBRE

MICHAEL SHAPIRO
Scout Clean Energy

TARA WINWARD
FirstBank

Board of Directors Staff
Current Current


