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Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK) Announces New Executive Director to Advance Outdoor Equity
for Northeast Denver’s Diverse Community of Environmental Stewards

Denver, Colorado — September 13, 2024 — Environmental Learning for Kids, an innovative Denver-
based nonprofit dedicated to cultivating a diverse community of leaders and environmental stewards
through outdoor equity, is thrilled to announce the appointment of Jedidah Frederick as its new
Executive Director. With a robust background in fundraising, strategic plan implementation, youth
development, and a deep commitment to advancing environmental justice and inclusion, Jedidah is
uniquely poised to drive the organization’s mission forward.

Jedidah brings more than 20 years of experience in leading youth-focused organizations, most recently
serving as the Chief Operating Officer at Denver Area Youth for Christ. Throughout her career, she has
demonstrated a profound dedication to fostering inclusive and equitable environments where all people
have the means to explore in nature, having successfully brought about JEDI practices in the workplace,
and creating after school programs focused on environmental education.

"I am excited to be part of the work that ELK is doing among young people and families in Montbello,”
said Frederick. “I believe that we have a responsibility to care for both our natural world and for one
another. ELK has a strong team that is building up a new generation of environmental leaders and
stewards who will bring innovative solutions to both restore and steward our natural resources. I'm
grateful to be at the helm of this impactful organization and am looking forward to meeting the youth,
families, and community members who consider ELK part of its family."

Since 1996, ELK has been a trailblazer in promoting outdoor access and environmental education among
diverse communities in Denver and beyond. The organization’s experiential programs, activities, and
partnerships have provided boundless opportunities for young people, their families, and community
members to find joy in nature, explore careers in STEM, and develop the knowledge and leadership skills
needed to positively impact environmental conservation.

“On behalf of ELK’s Board of Directors, | am honored to welcome Jedidiah Frederick as our new
Executive Director,” said Mikaela Gibson, Board Chair of ELK. “She brings a wealth of experience,
passion, and leadership to this role, and we are confident that under Jedidah’s guidance, ELK will
continue to thrive and make an even greater impact in the Montbello community. We look forward to
working together with Jedidiah to advance our mission.”
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In her new role, Jedidah will oversee ELK’s operations, strategic planning, fundraising, and program
development, working closely with staff, partners, and community members to support ELK’s
commitment to the following four values:

Justice, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion:

We support and partner with the most diverse community in Denver to ensure all have equitable access
to become changemakers. We design our programs utilizing challenge by choice. We provide the tools
and support needed to feel a sense of belonging in all spaces.

Social-Emotional Learning:

We create a culture that centers on the whole person. We check in with each other and intentionally
reflect on our experiences, give positive guidance to youth (as we are trusted adults in their lives), and
meet youth and families where they are on any given day.

Accessibility to Nature:

We remove barriers for participants to explore the outdoors through a new lens and support them in
experiencing joy in the natural world. We offer a diverse range of activities/programs to ensure
accessibility for everyone.

Life-Long Experiential Learning:

We lay a foundation for exploration and curiosity by connecting our community in holistic, hands-on
learning that can be shared for generations. We are committed to continuously evolving, and cherish
shared teachable moments. We also value knowing when to unlearn.

For more information about ELK and to stay updated on upcoming initiatives, please visit
www.elkkids.org or follow us on:

e Instagram (@ELKKidsCO)
e Facebook (www.facebook.com/EnvironmentallLearningforKids)
e LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com/company/environmental-learning-for-kids)

About ELK:

Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK) is a local nonprofit that creates a sense of belonging, self-
discovery, and adventure in the outdoors for underrepresented young people of color and their families,
transforming youth into environmental stewards and trailblazers that promote equitable outdoor
access, sustainable practices, and community uplift.
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