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the community. We will continue to develop engaging and innovative 
hands-on activities, empowering youth, and families alike to become 
stewards of the environment and champions for conservation in their 
own communities. We are excited about the opportunities that lie 
ahead for our team and our ELK participants.

In unity,

Juan Pérez Sáez | Executive Director

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. As the 
Executive Director of Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK), I am 
pleased to present our annual report for 2022. It is with great pride 
and enthusiasm that I reflect upon the incredible accomplishments 
we have achieved in promoting outdoor experiences, STEM 
education, and career exploration for youth & families in Denver. 

2022 was truly a year to remember for ELK. After more than a 
decade of dreaming, we finally moved into our forever home 
within the Montbello community that we are honored to be a part 
of. Through on-site educational programming, we reached 1,751 
students and families within our brand-new facility in less than six 
months alone. With newly created programs such as a hands-on 
nature club and new partnerships that allowed us to host activities 
such as Latino Conservation Week, The Lounge Mentorship, and 
Family Fitness, we spent the year laying the groundwork for growth 
and our ability to successfully hold space as a community hub that 
has something special for everyone.

We take pride in the togetherness and sharing of power our 
organization advocates for. We are dedicated to sharing space, 
information, programs, and knowledge. Our updated mission of 
“Cultivating a diverse community of leaders and environmental 
stewards by increasing outdoor equity” speaks to this as we work 
to bring all voices to the table.

None of our achievements would have been possible without the 
incredible support we received from numerous individuals and 
organizations. I would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to 
all our donors, volunteers, Board members, staff, and community 
partners for their invaluable contributions. Your belief in our mission 
and dedication to environmental education have been instrumental 
in driving our success.

Looking ahead, ELK remains committed to expanding our 
programs, forging new partnerships, and maximizing our impact on 



MISSION
AND

VISION

ELK MISSION
Cultivating 
a diverse 
community of 
leaders and 
environmental 
stewards by 
increasing 
outdoor equity.   

VISION
ELK envisions 
a world in which 
all people are 
caretakers of 
themselves, 
each other 
and the 
natural world. 
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“ELK took me on my first 
ice fishing trip, and now my 
whole family is obsessed 
with the sport. We had so 

much fun with ELK that we 
ended up buying our own 
gear and have been back 

out on the ice several times 
on our own. I now consider 

myself an ice fisher!”   
– ELK Youth

“ELK has been a part of my 
village and I am very proud 

of the young, responsible 
man my son has evolved into. 

The outdoor adventures, 
mentors, friendships, 

and educational/work 
opportunities transformed 

our lives”     
– ELK PARENT

YOUTH DEMOGRAPHICS 2022
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IMPACT STATS 2022
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Asian/Pacific Islander
of ELK youth 
qualify for 

free/reduced 
price lunch

164 ELK PROGRAMS:
5,873 youth & families served - 4,487 through 
year-round programs and 1,386 through community 
education programs / Science & STEM education, 
outdoor experiences & career exploration

1,751 YOUTH & 
FAMILIES served through 
Montbello Open Space Park and 
ELK Education Center programs, 
activities, and partnerships

86 SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS:
1,668 youth
4 School Districts
12 Schools

GRADUATES:
100% high school 
graduation rate for 
ELK seniors

14 YOUTH EMPLOYED:
Summer youth employment via 
Urban Rangers & partnerships

$0 TO PARTICIPATE:
100% of ELK youth 
participated at no cost

COLLEGE 
ENROLLMENT:
Helped youth obtain 
$11,500 in college 
scholarships



“I’ve been so grateful 
throughout the last 10 

years to have ELK in my life 
as both a trailhead for 
where I’m going and as a 
testament to who I am.”   

 – ELK YOUTH

2022 audited financials

ELK Program Descriptions
School-Based and Community Programs, provide a wide selection 
of science and natural resources programs to community 
groups and public schools from grades P-12, correlated to 
Colorado State Academic Standards, in twelve (12)* schools 
within four (4)* school districts.

Denver Youth Naturally ( DYN ), a year-round, multi-year program, 
immerses youth in hands-on science and exploration of natural 
resources. With mentoring by science professionals, DYN youth 
find the support necessary to succeed in school and life.

Youth in Natural Resources ( YNR ) offers college mentoring, 
career exploration, and work experience in the field of science 
and natural resources, including college campus visits, 
leadership development, one-to-one scholarship and college 
entrance application support, and summer employment.

Learning Environmental Activities for Families ( LEAF ) involves 
families of DYN and YNR youth in their children’s science 
learning, service projects, and outdoor experiences, 
encouraging quality family time side-by-side in nature.

Montbello Open Space Park and ELK Education Center 
in cooperation with the City and County of Denver, 
programming and activities provide equitable access to 
the outdoors, STEM learning, and career exploration to far 
northeast youth & families.

*School district participation numbers affected by COVID-19 protocols, school-based 
programming was relaunched in August, 2022.

Foundations
45%

REVENUE

EXPENSES

REVENUE	 AMOUNT

Foundations	  $527,000  

Corporations	  $42,000  

Government Grants	  $313,000  

Individual Contributions	  $89,000	  	

Special Events (Net)	  $63,000  

Earned Income	  $114,000  

In-Kind Contributions	  $9,000 

Interest/Other	  $2,000 

Total Revenue	  $1,159,000

EXPENSES	 AMOUNT

Program Services	  $759,000  

Management	  $168,000  

Fundraising	  $153,000  

Total Expense                     $1,080,000

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	  $79,000
(OPERATING)

Corporations
4%

Government
Grants
27%

Individual
Contributions
8%

Management
14%

Fundraising
16%

Special
Events (Net)
5%

Program 
Services
70%

In-Kind Contributions
1%
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0%

Earned
Income 
10%

“I can call ELK for anything, and they’d be willing to help. They are 
those people who will put something aside to help us.”  

– ELK youth



TAUGHT
fishing clinics to  256 youth 

LED
educational programs and outreach events for 95 youth and families 

REACHED A TOTAL OF
422 youth and families

PARTICIPATED
in a total of 68 hours of Professional Development, helping the Urban 
Rangers gain the skills and insights to be successful in the work field, 
especially in a natural resource career

RECEIVED
hands-on work experience and professional development at 3 State 
Parks: Barr Lake State Park, Castlewood Canyon State Park, and 
Staunton State Park 

WORKED
68 hours at the three Colorado State Parks; State Park days included a 
combination of professional development, fieldwork, and participating/
leading educational activities 

RECEIVED
their Wilderness First Aid Certification and 
Youth Mental Health First Aid Training

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED BY:
Volunteers of Outdoor Colorado, Metro Wastewater, Headwaters 
River Journey Center, Rocky Mountain Conservancy, Sierra Club, Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies, Cal-Wood Education Center, and Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife 

URBAN RANGERS 2022 Impact
During 2022, through a partnership between Environmental 
Learning for Kids (ELK), National Park Service (NPS), U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS), and Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), 
the Urban Ranger program outreached to and provided 
educational, professional development, and employment 
opportunities to underserved and underrepresented youth 
from the Denver metropolitan area. In its 10th year, the Urban 
Ranger program provided employment opportunities to twelve 
(12) youth and educational experiences for over 422 community 
youth and family members. The Urban Ranger season is 
primarily summer, June-August, however additional programs 
and work opportunities were available just prior and after the 
summer months. 

The Urban Rangers played an important role in helping ELK, 
NPS, USFS, CPW to fulfill their missions to reach out and inform 
communities about what all organizations have to offer, and the 
Urban Rangers crew was able to work as educational facilitators 
and ambassadors on behalf of all agencies throughout their 
urban communities.

2022 urban ranger Highlights:

“I can always 
count on ELK to 

provide me with a 
strong sense of 
family and sense 

of self.” 
 – ELK youth

TAUGHT
71 youth from various summer camps &



2022 CONTRiBUTORS LIST 2022 CONTRiBUTORS LIST (continued)

Charlie Atkins
American Stars Cleaning Services
Robert Bayless
Conservation Colorado Education Fund
Norris William Davis, III
Delta Dental of Colorado
The Denver Foundation March On Fund
Denver Office of Economic Development
Christopher Gallus
Gilmore Construction Company
Councilwoman Stacie and Scott Gilmore
Lacey Golonka
Ashley Henson
Hispanic Access Foundation
Hollis Family Fund
Howard Israel and Mindy Israel Family Trust
Annie Kao
Kensington Development Partners
Kristian Lichtenfels
Charnell Parker McMullen Bushman
Money/Arenz Foundation, Inc.
Sarah Moore
Craig Myles
Ryan Nichols
Olsson Associates Foundation
Jessica Ostermick
Page
Samantha Palladino
PB and K Family Foundation
Loretta Pineda & David Burchette
Ron Ramey
Carrol Rhead
Raymond Rivera
Schoelzel Family Foundation
Daniel P. Schwartz
Stephanie Tanny
Emily Thaxton
Theodore Theodore Roosevelt 	
Conservation Partnership
Laurie Troge
VF Outdoor LLC

North American Elk
$10,000+

rocky mountain big horn sheep
$5,000-$9,999

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE
$1,000-$4,999

red fox
$500-$999

Argosy Foundation

Charles Schwab

Denver Active 20/30 Children’s 
Foundation

Evo

The Gateway Fund II of the 	
Denver Foundation

Great Outdoors Colorado

Kettering Family Foundation 

Barbara Kingsolver

Ann & Henry Klaiman

The Nature Conservancy

The North Face

Richard Reed Foundation

George H. & Estelle M. Sands

REI Cooperative Action Fund 

Scientific & Cultural 		
Facilities District

Smartwool

Tony Grampus Youth Services

The Trust for Public Land

The VF Foundation

The Wilderness Society

Xcel Energy

Climax Molybdenum

Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund

Colorado Department of 
Human Services

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

The Denver Foundation

M.B. Glassman Foundation

Laird Norton Enterprises

New Belgium Brewery

The Piton Foundation

Quality Community Foundation

Tulsa Community Foundation

US Bank

Tricia Allen
Samuel Bacon
Benevity Community 
Impact Fund
Margaret Burks
Canyon Title Company, LLC
Cristal Cisneros
Colfax Marathon 
Partnership, Inc.
Delta Dental Foundation
Anne Elgerd
PNC Foundation
Michelle Fuller
Naomi Gravelding
Peter Greenwald
Christina Groll
Happy Haynes
Kaspo, Inc.
Ken Jacobs
Shannon Jones
Theresa Keatinge
David Kelly
Paul Lee
Elizabeth Ann 		
Lopez-Wagner
Andrew Maxwell
Mile High United Way
Trea Nance
Network for Good
Qquynh Nguyen
Chelsey Panchot
Monica Perez
Juan Pérez Sáez
Anne Pogoriler
Heath Port
David Rutherford
Tom Satter
Kristin Anne Sullivan
Juan Urias
Patrick Walton
Amanda Wheelock



western tiger 
salamander
$100-$499

honorary and memorial
GIFTS

2022 CONTRiBUTORS LIST (continued) 2022 CONTRiBUTORS LIST (continued)

Cat Alletto
Christopher Aaby
Taishya Adams
Susan Anderson
Linda Arck
Chris Arend
Dee Dee Asten
Colleen Badgley
Marjorie Baumert
Mark Bernstein
Mercedes Blea-Davis
Claudine M. Blinkey
Kendall L. Boyd
Maya Burchette
Nathan Scott Byrd
Kristin Cannon
Chelsea Carver
Cindy Chang
Garrett Chappell
Fidelity Charitable

Brinete Chavez
Ford Church
Allie Cohen
Will Coleman
Green Latinos Colorado
Trihydro Corporation
Angel Cortes
Jenelle Cortes
Sean Cortes
William Crossen
Denver Beer Company
Kathryn Dolan
Pilar Dotsal
Jennifer Dunn
Edgar Duran
Samson Eberhart
PDC Energy
Will Fadely
Ella Fahrlander
Adam Farmer
Cheryl Fellows
Rickey Frierson
Kitryn Gardner
Mikaela Gibson
Thomas Glatz

Jonathan Gopel
Danny Gravelding
Helen Gray
Angela M. Gray
Leah Grotjohn
Conor Hall
Megan Hall
Colleen M. Hanlen
Randall L. Hansen
Jill Haug
Kenneth Henley
Stephanie Henley
Seneca Holmes
Connor Holmes Bailey
Alice Horgan
Chaska Huayhuaca
Bill Huron
Lara Hussain
Impact Assets
Dana Irving
Laura Isanuk
Paul Jerez
Tish Jimmerson
Suzanna Jones
Kathryn Kanda

Carolyn J. Keith
Mareill Kiernan
Beth Klein
James Knickerbocker
Mike Ksenyak
Josh Kuhn
Kristina M. Lance
Kelly Latham
Huyen Thi Le
Karen Chi Lin
John Litz
Lucy Loomis
Haley Maduff
Christianne Maldonado
Scott Martinez
Kamau Martinez
Doris Marx Inslee
Kara Matsumoto
Kevin McAdam
Carol McGowan
Matt Mientka
Jacqueline Miller
Matthew Montoya
Jason Moore
Jaime Moreno
Richard Morgan
Susan Morita
Karen Morita
Fiorella A. Moscoso
Brian Mugge
Alexandra Mulvihill
Chad Nash
Paula Ogilvie
David Palladino
Laurel Palladino
Melanie Palmer
Dale Penny
Joshua Phillips
Phyllis Pineda Bovin

Gary Nickell in Honor 
of John William’s 
Birthday

John William in Honor 
of John William’s 
Birthday

Gabe Prusak
Grace Ramirez
Anne Ready
Sindra Richards
Melissa Ricksecker
Grace Rink
Jayme Ritchie
Teresa Rogers
Greg Roush
Maurice Saldivar
Benilda (Benny) 
Samuels
Ellen Sandberg
Chiquita Sanders
Rachel Scarborough
Luke Schuster
Jessica Schwartz
Danielle Shoots
Amy Siegel
Maurice Simms
Leslie Skerpon
Andrew Smerek
Sylvia Smith
Thomas Smith
Andrea Smith
St. Thomas Steel Inc.
Stanley Family 
Charitable Fund
Kim Stevens
Josh Stewart
Jason George Swann
Shalyn Tanny
Benjamin Thomas
Linzee Troubh
Lauren Truitt
Gabe Walford
Nancy Walsh
Bree Warot

Darrell Watson
Shetara Weaver
Deborah Weiner
Kim Weiss
Ann E. White
Gabby Wilcox
Saba Yohannes
Collen Zbrzeznj

Emily Zigler

For a full list of our	
2022 supporters, please 
visit our website at	
www.ELKKids.org
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JUAN PÉREZ SÁEZ
Executive Director 

KIM WEISS
Associate Director 

SEAN CORTES
Development Director 

KRISTINA GRAY
Marketing and 
Communications Director 

PAUL CONZEMIUS
Manager of Administration 		
and Operations

SAM GILMORE
Education Coordinator 

JEREMY SIFUENTES
Education Coordinator 

DENNIS TROUTMAN
Education Coordinator

JAKE PRESTON
Education Coordinator 

DAMIAN GARCIA
Volunteer Coordinator

VERENICE GALVAN
Urban Ranger Program Assistant

PATRICK WALTON  | Board Chair 			 
Denver Economic Development & Opportunity

MIKAELA GIBSON  | Board Vice-Chair
IMA Financial Group

MELANIE PALMER | Board Treasurer
US Bank Private Wealth Management 

DR. CRISTAL CISNEROS | Board Secretary
Denver Preschool Program 

RYAN NICHOLS | Past Board Chair
Holland & Hart 

ROB BAYLESS
Elephant Energy

MERCEDES BLEA-DAVIS
Denver Language School 

JENNIFER DUNN
FirstBank 

STEPHANIE HENLEY
Xcel Energy 

KRISTINA LANCE
Delta Dental of Colorado

KARA MATSUMOTO
Conservation Lands Foundation

PARKER McMULLEN BUSHMAN
Inclusive Journeys & Ecoinclusive

JESSICA OSTERMICK
CBRE

SAMANTHA PALLADINO
United Food & Commercial Workers Local 7

JUAN URIAS
American Star Cleaning Service

2022 ELK
BOARD OF DIRECTORS     STAFF


