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A MESSAGE
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
It is my great joy to present Environmental Learning for Kids’ 2021 
annual report. 

2021 hosted many challenges and accomplishments alike. As we 
tentatively returned to in-person programming, we kept the health 
and safety of our youth and families at the forefront of all of our 
programs and activities. We made the most of our adventures 
and supported our families through way of gear and instruction 
in exploring nature and the outdoors in their own special ways, 
strengthening family bonds, and building community.

In 2021, we also completed construction on our Montbello Open 
Space Park and started construction on our ELK Education Center, 
a milestone that has since been completed. We couldn’t have done 
it without the support of you, our uplifting community. I recently 
was asked what my favorite place in the building is and what I 
would like for people to know about this Center. 

My answer is, the building alone, or empty, is useless. This first of 
its kind center becomes alive when it is full of people, when kids 
are running around, whether they are using the water fountain, 
laughing, or learning something new. When our program team is 
leading trainings, and when the community comes by and feels 
so comfortable that they don’t want to leave. The building is 
alive when we are here, and everyone feels the shared sense of 
belonging and joy.

This was a dream of 26+ years in the making, and we made it here 
thanks to you all. 

To all our donors, thank you! To all of those who believed in this 
journey and decided to walk alongside us, thank you! 

In unity,

Juan Pérez Sáez | Executive Director



MISSION
AND

VISION

ELK

MISSION

Environmental Learning 
for Kids cultivates a 
passion for science, 
leadership, and service 
in a diverse community 
of learners.   

VISION

ELK envisions a world 
in which all people 
are caretakers of 
themselves, each other 
and the natural world.   
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“I have so many people 
at ELK that I consider 

my mentors. That 
inspire me. Not just IN 

school, but in life. I 
always look to them 
for advice if I need it.”  

– ELK Youth

“ELK means 
inclusivity, equality, 
and determination. I 

have always felt like 
I am welcomed with 

open arms at ELK and 
have always been 

able to find a second 
home at ELK.”    
– ELK Youth

YOUTH DEMOGRAPHICS 2021
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IMPACT STATS 2021

Hispanic/Latino

African American

Multiracial

female male

non-binary

CAUCASIAN

NATIVE AMERICAN

Asian/Pacific Islander

of ELK youth 
qualify for 

free/reduced 
price lunch

157 ELK PROGRAMS:
5,976 youth & families served - 3,203 through 
year-round programs and 2,773 through community 
education programs / environmental & STEM 
education, outdoor experiences & career exploration

66 SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS:
1,164 youth
5 School Districts
16 Schools

GRADUATES:
100% high school graduation 
rate for ELK seniors

13 YOUTH EMPLOYED:
Summer youth employment via 
Urban Rangers & partnerships

$0 TO PARTICIPATE:
100% of ELK youth 
participated at no cost

College Enrollment:
Helped youth obtain $65,296 in 
college scholarships



4.3% Earned 	
          Income

“The sense of community 
has been amazing. My 
boys cling on to the 

mentors and leaders. The 
way ELK chooses their 
people is thoughtful.”  

 – ELK PARENT

2021 FINANCIAL ACTIVITY

ELK Program Descriptions
School-Based and Community Programs, provide a wide selection 
of science and natural resources programs to community 
groups and public schools from grades P-12, correlated to 
Colorado State Academic Standards, in sixteen (16)* schools 
within five (5)* school districts.

Denver Youth Naturally ( DYN ), a year-round, multi-year program, 
immerses youth in hands-on science and exploration of natural 
resources. With mentoring by science professionals, DYN youth 
find the support necessary to succeed in school and life.

Youth in Natural Resources ( YNR ) offers college mentoring, career 
exploration, and work experience in the field of science and 
natural resources, including college campus visits, leadership 
development, one-to-one scholarship and college entrance 
application support and summer employment.

Learning Environmental Activities for Families ( LEAF ) involves 
families of DYN and YNR youth in their children’s science 
learning, service projects, and outdoor experiences, 
encouraging quality family time side-by-side in nature.

*School district participation numbers affected by COVID-19 protocols.

Foundations
52.4%

REVENUE

EXPENSES

REVENUE	 AMOUNT

Foundations	  $819,421  

Corporations	  $138,300  

Government Grants	  $383,135  

Individual Contributions	  $93,857	 	

Special Events (Net)	  $24,108  

Earned Income	  $67,305  

Capital Campaign	  $30,000  

In-Kind Contributions	  $1,200  

Interest/Other	  $5,035 

Total Revenue	  $1,562,361 

EXPENSES	 AMOUNT

Program Services	  $596,576  

Management	  $118,120  

Fundraising	  $221,055  

Total Expense	  $935,751 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	  $626,610

Corporations
8.9%

Government
Grants
24.5%

Individual
Contributions
6.0%

Management
12.6%

Fundraising
23.6%

Special
Events (Net)
1.5%

Program 
Services
63.8%

Capital Campaign
1.9%

In-Kind Contributions
0.1%

Interest/Other 
0.3%

“ELK means helping others and putting the community before 
yourself. It’s a safe place where you go to learn and thrive in.” 

– ELK youth



TAUGHT
fishing clinics to  146 youth 

LED
educational programs and outreach events for 375 youth and families 

REACHED A TOTAL OF
831 youth and families

PARTICIPATED
in a total of 174 hours of Professional Development, helping the Urban 
Rangers gain the skills and insights to be successful in the work field, 
especially in a natural resource career

RECEIVED
hands-on work experience and professional development at 3 State 
Parks: Golden Gate Canyon State Park, Roxborough State Park and 
Eldorado Canyon State Park

WORKED
72 hours at the three Colorado State Parks; State Park days included a 
combination of professional development, fieldwork, and participating/
leading educational activities 

RECEIVED
their Leave No Trace Certification

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED BY:
Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education, Project WILD, Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies, Leave No Trace, Denver Water, State Land 
Board, Colorado State Forest Service, Denver Zoo, Denver Parks and 
Recreation and Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

URBAN RANGERS 2021 Impact
During 2021, through a partnership between Environmental 
Learning for Kids (ELK), National Park Service (NPS) and 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) the Urban Ranger 
program outreached out to and provided educational, 
professional development, and employment opportunities 
to underserved and underrepresented youth from the 
Denver metropolitan area. In its 9th year, the Urban Ranger 
program provided employment opportunities to eleven (11) 
youth and educational experiences for over 831 community 
youth and family members. The Urban Ranger season 
is primarily summer, June-August, however additional 
programs and work opportunities were available just prior 
and after the summer months. 

The Urban Rangers played an important role in helping 
NPS, ELK, and CPW to fulfill their missions to reach out 
and inform communities about what all organizations have 
to offer, and the Urban Rangers crew was able to work as 
educational facilitators and ambassadors on behalf of all 
agencies throughout their urban communities.

2021 urban ranger Highlights:

“My favorite thing I have 
done with ELK is camping 

because we go hiking, 
fishing, we do service 

projects, swimming, and 
we roast marshmallows. 
I get to spend time away 

from everything and join 
the people I love on a big, 

fun trip.” 
 – ELK youth

TAUGHT
111 youth from various summer camps &
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Maurice D Brooks, Sr.
Kirsten Brown
Jim Capecelatro
Sara Carpenter
Colorado Alliance for 		
Environmental Education
Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife
Community First Foundation
Conservation Colorado Education Fund
Jane Crisman
Norris and Rachel Davis
Denver Health
Denver Water
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Kathryn Dolan
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FirstBank
Christopher Gallus & Tracy Frombach
Councilwoman Stacie & Mr. Scott Gilmore
Holland & Hart LLP
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Family Fund
Impact Assets
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Steps to Success
Laurie Troge
Tamara Valdez
Whole Foods
The Wilderness Society

North American Elk
$10,000+

rocky mountain big horn sheep
$5,000-$9,999

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE
$1,000-$4,999

red fox
$500-$999

2021 CONTRiBUTORS LIST 2021 CONTRiBUTORS LIST (continued)

Amazon

The Anschutz Foundation

Arc Thrift Stores

BAS Family Fund

David L. Bucknam Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Denver Active 20/30		
Children’s Foundation
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Fidelity Charitable

Freeport McMoRan

Generation Wild NEMC

Kettering Family Philanthropies

Ann & Henry Klaiman

Mile High United Way

Montbello Organizing Committee

National Recreation Foundation

The Nature Conservancy
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Schwab Charitable

Scientific & Cultural 		
Facilities District

Suncor Energy U.S.A.

The Denver Foundation
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Weyco Group
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Colorado Department of 
Human Services
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Sierra Club
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Tulsa Community Foundation

U.S. Bank Foundation
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Joe Mauro and Hukum 
Singh Khalsa

Johnson Charitable Gift 
Fund

Kaspo Inc.
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Monica Perez

Ashley Picillo

Heath & Kelly Port

Anne Pogoriler

Trihydro Corporation

Turner Construction

Iliana Urias

Juan Urias

Jeanne Usher
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Julie Annear

Linda Arck

Chris Arend

Joedy and Dr. Charles 
Arnold

Charlie Atkins

Colleen Badgley

Marjorie Baumert

Marty Pineda Bishop

Claudine M. Blinkey

Alexandria Chavez

Erica Crosby and Tim 
Turner
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Gregory

Lara Hussain

Laura Isanuk
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Kendra Scott

Mareill Kiernan

Meredith Knauf

Mike Ksenyak

Victoria Ksenyak

Brian Kurzel

Mike and Harriett 
LaMair

James Lavelle

Melissa Leneweaver

John Litz

Lucy Loomis

Yvette Lopez-
Ledesma

Elizabeth Ann Lopez-
Wagner

Suzy Marrero

Doris Marx Inslee

Dominic Mazza

Brenda Medina

Matthew Mientka

Amber Miller

Matthew Montoya

Gloria Nedved

Network for Good

Dinah & Roy Newton

Kimberly Nichols

Kristin Nichols

Timothy Nichols

Susan Oakes

Paula Ogilvie

Melanie Palmer

Juan Pérez Sáez  

Stephanie Phippen

Tegan Plock

PNC Foundation

Alfredo Ramirez

Eric Raymond

Lauren E Schmidt

Gary Sidder

Andrea Smith

Shobana Gopal in 
memory of Roger 
Hake of Leigh NE

Ben Gregory and 
Marci Hladik in honor 
of Loretta Pineda

Nancy Walsh in honor 
of Loretta Pineda

Denver Metro 
Chamber of 
Commerce Board in 
honor of Laurie Troge

Martha Lucille Stark

Kristin Anne Sullivan

Connor Michael 
Szostak

Christopher Toll

Linzee Troubh

Jason Tucker

United Way of Greater 
Kansas

Kristina Van Bockern

Nancy Walsh

Patrick Walton

Bree Warot

Darrell Watson

Melyssa Watson

David Weingarten

Ann E. White

Suzanne White

Amy Wright

Saba Yohannes

For a full list of our	
2021 supporters please 
visit our website at	
www.ELKKids.org
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KRISTINA GRAY
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Development Director 

DENNIS TROUTMAN
Education Coordinator 

JEREMY SIFUENTES
Education Coordinator

SAM GILMORE
Education Coordinator 

JAKE PRESTON
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RONIKA KONE
Student Coordinator

RYAN NICHOLS | Board Chair 			 
Holland & Hart LLP

PATRICK WALTON | Board Vice-Chair
Denver Economic Development & Opportunity 

MELANIE PALMER | Board Treasurer
US Bank Private Wealth Management 

MIKAELA GIBSON | Board Secretary
PNC Bank 

LAURIE TROGE | Past Board Chair
United Way 

ROB BAYLESS
Clear Fork Cidery

MERCEDES BLEA-DAVIS
Denver Language School 

DR. CRÍSTAL CISNEROS
Denver Preschool Program 

NORRIS W. DAVIS III
South Platte Investments & Planning

JENNIFER DUNN
FirstBank 

STEPHANIE HENLEY
Xcel Energy 

NICOLE JACKSON
Denver Parks and Recreation

KRISTINA LANCE
Delta Dental of Colorado

KARA MATSUMOTO
The Wilderness Society

PARKER McMULLEN BUSHMAN
Inclusive Journeys & Ecoinclusive

JESSICA OSTERMICK
CBRE
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United Food & Commercial Workers Local 7

JUAN URIAS
American Star Cleaning Service
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