ENVIRONMENTAL
LEARNING
FOR KIDS

On behalf of Environmental
Learning for Kids (ELK), | am
reaching out to wish you and
your family well. This crisis has
presented many challenges for
all our students, families, friends
and partners. As an organization,
we pride ourselves on engaging
and being surrounded by our
ELK family and it has been very
difficult to be as physically
isolated from each other as we all
are right now.

Yet, in the face of the worldwide
COVID-19 pandemic, our work

has not stopped. Instead, ELK

has quickly adapted to fulfill the
needs of our youth and families by
hosting online learning workshops

CONSIDER INVESTING IN ELK'S
MISSION YEAR-ROUND BY JOINING
OUR MONTHLY GIFT PROGRAM —
ELK'S FAMILY TREE.

focusing on resume building,
engaging with students over bi-
weekly educational documentary
conferences, and providing
weekly outdoor challenges for
students to safely enjoy the
outdoors.

As we work to ensure that our
youth and families stay safe and
healthy, our community has
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renewed their commitment

to our work. | thank all our
corporate, foundation,
government, and individual
partners who have united to
share their wisdom, talent, and
wealth.

ELK remains dedicated to our
students and their families during
this crisis, regardless of the
hurdles. While the uncertainty

of the COVID-19 pandemic

crisis can sometimes feel
overwhelming, there are ways
you can feel empowered and
directly help support ELK’s work
to break down barriers for under-
represented youth to experience
science education and outdoor
exploration equitably. We hope
you will join us and commit to
continue lifting up our youth and
support our mission in developing
strong, inspired, and responsible
leaders.

If you're able, consider investing
in ELK’'s mission year-round

by joining our monthly gift
program - ELK's Family Tree.
When you become a member of
ELK’s Family Tree, you dedicate
yourself to high impact yet
affordable support for students
throughout the year. A $5 gift per
month for one year can provide
a young person with their first
outdoor experience such as
camping or fishing, along with a
memory that will last a lifetime.
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FROM LEFT, DAISY CHAVEZ - ELK YOUTH, LORETTA PINEDA -
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DAISY MADERA - ELK YOUTH

Join ELK’s Family Tree today at
www.elkkids.org.

Now, more than ever we recognize
the value of nature and family for
our mental and physical health and
well-being. My hope is that when
this newsletter hits your doorstep,
we are on our way to emerging
from this crisis and can continue our
exploration of the great outdoors
together.

For our youth,
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— Loretta Pineda | Executive Director
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As we continue to navigate the exceptionally challenging impact of COVID-19 and the social distancing
measures this pandemic has necessitated, we continue to do what we do best - support our next
generation of leaders. To that end, we continue to find unique ways to provide educational programs
and activities, opportunities to develop leadership skills, and access to professionals in the STEM fields
to youth and families who need it most.

Resume

BOARD 0OF DIRECTORS The Basic Components

-Name and Contact info

We are using remote meeting
tools to assist our high school
seniors with scholarship

and college admission
applications. Thus far, we
have led a virtual Resume

- Resume Objective

LAURIE TROGE - CHAIR ) .
Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce -Education & Certifications

RYAN NICHOLS - VICE CHAIR r“Work Bpgies
Holland & Hart -Skills & Abilities

JENNIFER DUNN - TREASURER _Volunteer Work
; . o Workshop for our youth
FirstBank VIRTUAL RESUME WORKSHOP N A P y

JUAN URIAS - SECRETARY and parents that focused
American starCleaning Service on creating resumes/cover letters, and perfecting interview skills.

ROB BAYLESS Staff are working virtually one-on-one with high school students to
Clear Fork Cider

help them create up-to-date resumes/cover letters that will then
NORRIS W. DAVIS il - . . . . .
South Platte Investments & Planning be utilized in a virtual mock-interview activity. We have also moved
APRIL DENMON our Leadership Corps meetings online to ensure that our junior and
Denmon Realty senior high school students continue to receive the support they

CRYSTAL EGLI ;
Colorado Parks & Wildlife need to be successful in college and beyond.

MIKAELA GIBSON
PNC Bank

Our newly implemented
“Documentary
Wednesdays” have been
a huge hit! From 3:30-
5:00 PM every other
Wednesday, ELK youth
and parents join us in
MELANIE PALMER viewing a short STEM

US Bank Private Wealth Management focused documentary that we then discuss. These afternoons include
HUGO VALDEZ = @ re & Science relevant professionals from a variety of sectors, as special guest
BATRICK WALTON speakers. So far, we have enjoyed dissecting films on the desert
Mile High United Way bighorn, and the adaptations of owls.

NICOLE JACKSON
Denver Parks and Recreation §3598g000000s0A0w

CAL JILLSON
Johns Manville

SCOTT MCEACHRON S B

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck Rams, ormalesheep, are famous for their massive horns,
They may boasta 360-degree curl when their horns are

SAMANTHA PALLADINO fully developed.

United Food & Commercial Workers

Local 7 DOCUMENTARY WEDNESDAY - ALL ABOUT BIGHORN'SHEEPS
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Having fun is still possible while practicing social

distancing, and we know better than most

that enjoying the outdoors is good for the soul.

We've been keeping our youth and families

I engaged online through a weekly social media
challenge titled, “ELK Weekly Nature Challenge.’

These challenges prompt youth and families

to complete tasks such as posting photos of

themselves with a plant, tree, or any wildlife they

might have encountered in the outdoors, or to

identify patterns found in nature. Every week,

one lucky participant is chosen from a drawing

to receive a $10 Amazon gift card!
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OUR VERY FIRST ELK WEEKLY CHALLENGE WINNER, MAGIC MARCGUS JINER

More than ever before, we know that access
to much needed resources is extremely
important to our families. For that reason,
we are distributing a weekly LEAF (Learning
Environmental Activities for Families)

LEAF emrormany . newsletter to our youth and families with up
Weekly ' April 13, to date resources such as food assistance,
2020 . . . .
information on childcare for essential workers,

Newsletter
B and educational tips for the virtual student.
i_ In addition, our Board of Directors have
graciously set up an assistance fund to be
distributed as needed to our families who can

use some extra support right now.

This is a difficult time for everyone. But
through friendship, a commitment to serving
others, and an adherence to best practices
from the medical community, we will beat this
together and emerge stronger than ever.

ELK Weekly Nature Challenge/Reto De La
Semana

WEEKLY ELK RESOURCE NEWSLETTER
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The Community
Campaign to build
the Education

and Community
Center in
Montbello; The
City and County
of Denver recently
pledged a $1.5M
match to help

us reach our $3M goal for the building! We are also thankful

for the generosity of VF Corporation for providing our latest
donation of $50,000 in 2019. We have only $115,741 left to raise.
The ELK Education and Community Center will be the place-
making anchor for the neighborhood and will activate the
Montbello Open Space Park, house ELK programs and provide
a safe place for youth and families. We are grateful to The Trust
for Public Land, Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR), and to

all our partners, and students and families as ELK reaches its
fullest potential. To find out more about this project contact
Loretta Pineda Ipineda@elkkids.org.

Our annual
ELK ‘n Eggs

fundraiser ionmenta
idg

breakfast Learnng for K

will be taking
place on
October 9th,
2020 from
7:30 am -
9:00 am at
the Denver
Museum of Nature and Science!
Marking the 11th anniversary of this
immensely impactful event, we
look forward to celebrating this
year’s Lifetime Legacy Awardee and
Celebrated Partner. Sponsorship
opportunities for this event are
available - contact Kristina Gray at
kopre@elkkids.org or

303-291-7502 for more information.
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